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Agricultural Leaders Urge USDA to Adopt Proven Regulatory Measures as Permanent Policies 

 

JACKSON, Miss. – Mississippi Commissioner of Agriculture and Commerce Andy Gipson, along with 
state agricultural leaders from Alabama, Indiana, Kentucky, North Carolina and West Virginia, sent a 
letter to U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins urging the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
to make permanent several regulatory measures that have strengthened America’s agricultural system. 
 
Several of these regulations were first implemented during the COVID-19 pandemic as emergency 
measures to relax rules that constrain producers, processors and distributors. Though the pandemic was a 
singular event, ag leaders argue these measures which cut unnecessary red tape and strengthened the 
country’s supply chains proved highly effective and should continue. 
 
“Farmers and ranchers thrive when unnecessary bureaucratic barriers are removed,” said Commissioner 
Gipson. “Reforms such as reducing duplicative rules, streamlining permitting, and modernizing outdated 
processes strengthen rural economies and position American agriculture for long-term success. So many 
of these reforms demonstrated lasting value and should be made permanent.” 
 
Agricultural leaders pointed to emergency measures adopted during the COVID-19 pandemic that 
temporarily eased regulatory requirements without compromising food safety, worker protections or 
environmental standards. These measures include crop insurance and USDA loan flexibility; food 
labeling adjustments; trucking and transportation relief; environmental compliance discretion; and import 
documentation modernization.  
 
The letter also applauds the Trump Administration for prioritizing regulatory reform and cutting red tape 
that has long burdened farmers, ranchers and agribusinesses. The signatories thanked Secretary Rollins 
for her leadership and encouraged continued action to institutionalize reforms that proved so effective in 
recent years.  
 
View the official letter at https://agnet.mdac.ms.gov/agManage/uploads/3305.pdf.   
 

### 
 
Letter attached. 
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