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Mississippi Timber Talk
OUR HERITAGE
Since the early 1900s Mississippi has been a leader in the timber industry.
Excellent forest management has turned our forests into one of the most
desirable timberlands in the world. Gulfport, Mississippi exported more 
Southern Yellow Pine logs than any other port on the globe!

WOODBASKET
Mississippi has over 19 million acres of timberland of which about 89% 
is privately owned. Timberland covers about 63% of the state. Mississippi
was the first state in the nation to establish reforestation tax credit.
Mississippi is business-friendly!

SUSTAINABILITY
We plant more than we harvest. You never come short of timber supply 
when you operate your business in Mississippi. We are rich, both in 
softwood and hardwood timber.
The average Softwood growth to harvest ratio is 2:1
The average Hardwood growth to harvest ratio is 3.53:1

CERTIFIED TREE FARMERS
The Mississippi Tree Farm Program is affiliated with the American Tree Farm
System (ATFS). ATFS is a program of the American Forest Foundation and is
committed to sustaining forests, watersheds, and healthy habitats through the
power of private stewardship. 

LOGGING
Mississippi has about 1,000 qualified professional logging companies.
Loggers qualified from Professional Logging Manager (PLM) program
are trained to meet the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) standards, 
Best Management Practices (BMPs), logging and transportation safety, and
to make businesses more efficient, profitable, and legal. 

Mississippi Land Cover Map

WWOORRKKIINNGG PPRRIIVVAATTEE FFOORREESSTTSS:: 

SSTTAATTEE OOFF MMIISSSSIISSSSIIPPPPII 

Private Acres: 17,015,042
Jobs: 53,855
Payroll: $3,323,216,931
Sales & Manufacturing: 
$9,344,619,895

The Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce and 
Mississippi State University contributed to produce this map.
Downloadable version may be obtained at 
http://datagateway.nrcs.usda.gov/GatewayHome.html
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InternationalInternationalInternational Trade

As of 2024, Mississippi trades with 85 countries exceeding $800 million in Exports. 



PRIVATELY OWNED MISSISSIPPI FORESTS AND THEIR IMPACT ON ECONOMY BY U.S. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS 
U.S. CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICTS IN MS 

District 1 

District 2 

District 3 

District 4 

■ Private Forest
■ Public Forest

MS Counties

Privately Owned Forest: 
5,711,131 Acres 

(90.5%) Publicly Owned 
Forest: 598,855 Acres 

Dist 2 (9.5%) 
Privately Owned 

Forests Generated 
13,017 JOBS 

$810,588,201 PAYROLL 
$2,258,856,148 

SALES & MANUFACTURING 

Dist 3 

Dist 1 
� 

Privately Owned Forest: 
3,508,378 Acres (90.5%) 
Publicly Owned Forest: 
367,366 Acres (9.5%) 

Privately Owned 
-Forests Generated 

12,753 JOBS 
$754,182,102 PAYROLL 
$1,855,348,905 
SALES & MANUFACTURING 

Privately Owned Forest: 
5,111,477 Acres 
(94.8%) Publicly Owned 
Forest: 279,470 Acres 
(5.2%) 

Privately Owned Forests 
Generated 17,626 JOBS 
$1,104,630,536 
PAYROLL 
$3,211,882,648
SALES & 
MANUFACTURING 

Dist4 
-����·Privately Owned forest: 

2,684,056 Acres (72%) 
Publicly Owned Forest: 

747,843 Acres (28%) 

Privately Owned Forests 
Generated 10,460 JOBS 
$653,846,092 PAYROLL 
$2,018,532,193 SALES 

-

& MANUFACTURING 

https: // nafoal I ia nee. org/in-you r-state/?state = MS 
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